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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL NAPA VALLEY MUSTARD FESTIVAL  OFF TO AN INSPIRED START
Napa Valley, CA ~ Mustard Magic officially launched The 16th Annual Napa Valley Mustard Festival on January 31 with an evening of food, wine, and art at The Culinary Institute of America at Greystone in St. Helena, California. Glamorous actors in opulent art nouveau attire embellished the upbeat, artistic affair. Tableau Vivants including Magique de la Moutarde, the season's artwork by Melissa Baker, came to life, setting the stage for a Sensational Season of Events.
The Festival provides "good news and vibrant activity" during this time of year known sixteen years ago as Napa Valley's "slow season." The line up of stellar events takes place when wild mustard blooms in the vineyards, offering visitors from far and wide immersion in the legendary wine region's "good life." Events offer something for nearly everyone, from no cost and reasonably priced daytime events, to the seven course Le Grand Diner à La Toque at The Westin Verasa, Napa.

The Season is especially important this year, according to Festival Producer, Pat Summers, President of Summers-McCann Public Relations. "The Season of Events is a ray of sunshine during this time of gloomy economic news," she emphasizes. "We invite everyone to come to Napa Valley and lift their spirits with wonderful food and wine experiences, along with fine art and fantastic entertainment."

SOME THINGS NEW
Magique de la Moutarde, Baker's magnificent 5' by 7' oil painting, the dynamic poster artwork of the year, will be on exhibit and open for silent bidding at HALL Wines through March 28, when it will go to the high bidder at the Mumm Napa Photo Finish, the Festival's Grand Finale event. The bid as of publication is $12,000. Those who cannot visit Napa Valley but would like to place a bid on the painting can call Summers at 707-938-1133 ext 106. Posters are offered at $30 unsigned or $40 signed by the artist, and can be ordered at mustardfestival.org or by calling 707-938-1133.

Martha Stewart Living Radio has come on board as the Festival's official satellite radio sponsor. The full radio crew will come to Napa Valley and broadcast live - devoting their entire programming to the Napa Valley experience - food, wine, art, spas, lodging - on Wednesday, March 11 through Friday, March 13. The team will cover The Awards at Black Stallion Winery on Friday evening, March 13, and The Marketplace, The Festival's Signature Event, at Robert Mondavi Winery on March 14 and 15. The Vintage Estate, a long time Napa Valley Mustard Festival sponsor, will host the talent and producers of Martha Stewart Living shows during their stay.

Robert Mondavi Winery will sponsor The Marketplace on March 14 and 15, formerly held at COPIA: The American Center for Wine, Food and the Arts. "Moving the event to the winery where it will be surrounded by vineyards in one of the most beautiful settings on earth is an exciting and positive move," said Summers.

A SEASON OF SENSATIONAL EVENTS
Celebrate Napa Valley's unique agricultural and cultural bounty during the 16th annual Napa Valley Mustard Festival. An impressive collection ~ the who's who of Napa Valley restaurants, caterers, and wineries; mustard and gourmet companies from around the world; regional artists; and national sponsors ~ will present their finest throughout The Season. Fields, vineyards and hillsides vibrant with wild mustard in bloom provide a breathtaking backdrop and share center stage with mustard the condiment during the two-month marathon of food, wine, and art events.

MID-WEEK MUSTARD SEASON OFFERS
Plan to extend your stay when you attend events or simply take a mid-week respite to take advantage of special mid-week Mustard Season offers. Visit mustardfestival.org to view restaurant, hotel, winery and retail offers and packages. The mid-week promotion is sponsored by The County of Napa.

YOUR HOSTS
Meet Napa Valley Mustard Festival Host Chef Ken Frank, Executive Chef/Owner of La Toque, and the Host Winemaking Team of Robert Mondavi Winery, as well Host Artist Melissa Baker, at the events. La Toque recently moved from Rutherford to the new Westin Verasa Napa, where the season's gourmet sit-down extravaganza, Le Grand Dîner, will be held on Saturday, February 21.

THE EVENTS
A Weekend of Fine Art
Meet the artists juried into The Festival's Fine Art Competition at a reception at St. Supéry Winery on Saturday evening, February 7, 5 pm to 7 pm, during A Weekend of Fine Art. The exhibit will be displayed and offered at gallery prices through March 30. Galleries throughout Napa Valley will feature special exhibits and receptions on February 7 and 8 during A Weekend of Fine Art. Don't miss the magnificent Magique de la Moutarde at HALL Wines in St. Helena. The winery will host a reception for artist Melissa Baker on Sunday, February 8, 1 pm to 3 pm. There is no admission charge to these open house events.

Le Grand Dîner ~ February 21
Indulge in seven courses presented by seven of Napa Valley's most notable chefs and winemakers at Le Grand Dîner on Saturday, February 21, 6 pm, at La Toque, newly located at The Westin Verasa, Napa. Executive Chef/Owner Ken Frank of La Toque and Margit Biever Mondavi of Robert Mondavi Winery will host the event. The line up of Chefs includes Host Chef Ken Frank, Executive Chef/Owner Greg Cole of Cole's Chop House, Executive Chef/Partner Scott Warner of Bistro Don Giovani, Executive Chef/Owner Charles Weber of Elements, Executive Chef Aaron Meneghelli of Angele, Executive Chef Angela Tamura of Zuzu, and Steven Durfee, Pastry Instructor, The Culinary Institute of America. The evening will include a silent auction of exceptional wines and experiences. Seating is limited to 120 at $350 per person. The Westin Verasa is offering a lodging package, which includes Le Grand Dîner. Visit westinverasanapa.com, click on Hotel Offers, and select "Napa Festival Packages."

The Awards ~ A Spicy Soirée!
Don jewels and black tie or dazzle guests with diamonds and denim for a glitzy evening of food, wine, music, and dancing at The Awards ~ A Spicy Soirée! on Friday, March 13, 7 pm, at the beautiful Black Stallion Winery on Silverado Trail in Napa. Top off your gown with a rhinestone hat; wear tails and tooled boots; kick up your heels to California Cowboys' personal brand of country rock at this former equestrian estate where stallions once ruled.

While sipping Napa Valley's finest vintages and tasting your way through the most creative mustard recipes of the year (entries in the Festival's Napa Valley Chef's Mustard Recipe Competition), the Critic's Choice recipe judging, headed by Gene Burns of KGO Newstalk AM810, will take place behind closed doors. You'll then have the chance to compare your taste buds with those of the professionals as you cast your ballot for People's Choice Chef of the Year.

Tip your hat to World Champion Mustard Makers who've come to Napa Valley from around the world to walk the red carpet and receive their Napa Valley Mustard Festival World-Wide Mustard Competition Awards. Tickets are $100 in advance; $125 at the door.

The Marketplace ~ A Signature Event for Connoisseurs
Celebrate the mustard season and taste mustards from around the world at The Marketplace on Saturday and Sunday, March 14 and 15, 11 am to 5 pm at Robert Mondavi Winery. Highlights of this rain or shine food, wine and arts festival include a KGO Newstalk AM810 live remote broadcast of Dining Around with Gene Burns, a Sunset Magazine pavilion, and taping of Martha Stewart Living radio shows. Artful activities include fine arts and crafts presented by juried artists and artisans, and live performances of jazz, world, and classical music.

Adult admission to The Marketplace at $35 in advance, $40 at the door, includes eight food and five wine tasting tickets (value $1 each), plus a souvenir wine glass. Student admission, ages 13 to 20, at $10 includes five food tasting tickets. Admission for children ages 6 to 12 is $5. Children under the age of 6 are admitted for free. Visit participating Raley's, Nob Hill Foods and Bel Aire Markets to purchase adult tickets in advance, which include a voucher for five additional tasting tickets.

Purchase a weekend package in advance at mustardfestival.org which includes both The Awards and The Marketplace at $125 per person.

Park and shuttle free to the event. There will be no on-site parking. Visit mustardfestival.org for more specific park and shuttle instructions.

The Mumm Napa Photo Finish ~ The Grand Finale Event
View the season's beauty captured by photographers from far and wide at The Mumm Napa Photo Finish, the inevitably "sold out" and wildly exuberant Napa Valley Mustard Festival Grand Finale Event, at Mumm Napa in Rutherford on Saturday, March 28 at 7 pm. Taste a heady array of Napa Valley wines along with sweets and savories, view the Napa Valley Mustard Festival Photography Contest Exhibit of photographs, available for purchase, and revel in the party until the last dance. Tickets are $95 in advance; $125 at the door.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Don't miss the array of community and non-profit events that further enrich the Mustard Season Calendar. Mustard, Mud & Music - A Calistoga Jazz Festival will take place on Saturday and Sunday, March 7 and 8 in Downtown Calistoga; and A Taste of Yountville on Saturday, March 21 in downtown Yountville.

COMPETITIONS
Napa Valley Mustard Festival activities include Fine Art and Photography Competitions, The World-Wide Mustard Competition, overseen by Barry and Patti Levenson of the Mt. Horeb Mustard Museum in Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin, and a Napa Valley Chef's Mustard Recipe Competition. For information and guidelines visit mustardfestival.org.

SPONSORS
The Napa Valley Mustard Festival is sponsored by ABC 7, American Airlines, Comcast, County of Napa, KGO 810 AM , Martha Stewart Living Radio, San Francisco Chronicle, Sunset Magazine, Vintage Estate, WineCountry.com; Meadowood Napa Valley, Mumm Napa, Raley's and Nob Hill Foods, Robert Mondavi Winery, Sterling Vineyards; Westin Verasa Napa / La Toque, AT&T Real Yellow Pages / Yellowpages.com, Black Stallion Winery, Classic Party Rentals, Culinary Institute of America, Gallo Salame, Grey Poupon, Pure Luxury Limousine; Diablo Publications, Peju Province Winery, Silverado Resort; Beaverton Foods Inc., FIJI Natural Artesian Water, Napa Valley Life Magazine, Occasions Event Productions, Solano Magazine, VIA Magazine (AAA); Calistoga Ranch Living, Castello di Amorosa, Distinctive Properties, Meritage Resort, Morehouse Foods, Inc., Napa River Adventures, NorthBay biz, Pacific Blues Café, River Terrace Inn, Shell Vacation Club, Solage Calistoga, St. Supéry Vineyards & Winery, Calistoga Ranch, Younvtville Inn, Bardessono, Embassy Suites, Steppin' Out Magazine, Touring & Tasting Magazine, Weekend Sherpa, Wine Country This Week, and Wine Country Weekly Real Estate Reader.

WHERE TO BUY TICKETS
For tickets and information, call Summers-McCann, Inc., Public Relations, event producer, at 707.938.1133, or visit the Festival website at mustardfestival.org. Tickets may also be purchased at local ticket outlets: Antique Fair in Yountville, Art on Main in St. Helena, Embassy Suites in Napa, and Jessel Gallery in Napa.

Visit participating Raley's, Nob Hill Foods and Bel Aire Markets to purchase adult tickets for The Marketplace, which include a voucher for five additional tasting tickets.

The Napa Valley Mustard Festival is a non-profit community service organization.
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